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CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESSES IN 2020
planted by December

We are proud to have successes in 2020 in
spite of the many devastating events that
occurred. We started the year out with
participating in several local initiatives,
some spearheaded by CKAR and partners,
others part of locally planned school
events. Here is a list of just some of what
we accomplished:

MAY:
• Greater Riverdale Cares initiative
raises over $20K through GoFundMe
platform, supporting 5 restaurants,
and feeding 2,000 families
JUNE:
• Greater Riverdale Cares initiative
distributes free meals to District
3 seniors age 60+, in addition to
healthy restaurant meals, produce,
and other household staples.

JANUARY:
• Continued support and coordination
of the Greater Riverdale Place Based
Initiative
• Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Health Fair
& School Improvement Project at
Templeton Elementary School
• Participation in Census 2020 subcommittees

JULY:
• Greater Riverdale Cares partners
with Route One Communities Care,
adding two more restaurants and
feeding over 5,000 families
• New Staff Hires: Bronte Nevins, Imari
Alvarez, Emily McGarey; two new
Vista Volunteers: Emily McGarey,
Anirudh Prabu; and one intern:
Alejandra Perez

FEBRUARY:
• MLK Day of Service at Riverdale
Elementary School
• President's Day of Service at
Templeton Elementary School

AUGUST:
• Over 500 meals distributed at
Oakridge Apartments and other local
locations

MARCH:
• Greater Riverdale Cares initiative
established
APRIL:
• Grant received from Chesapeake
Bay Trust & Prince George's County
Storm Water Stewardship program
for free tree plantings—147 Trees

GRC/ROCC UPDATE
FUNDS RAISED TO DATE ON

$74,747
As of 1/7/21
There are three ways to give:
1) GoFundME:
www.gofundme.com/f/
gofundmecomgreater-riverdale-cares
2) Our office:

CKAR CDC
6801 Kenilworth Avenue
Suite 203
Riverdale Park, MD 20737
[Note GRC or ROCC]
3) Our website:

www.ckarcdc.org

THANK YOU FOR
YOUR SUPPORT!

SEPTEMBER:
• GRC/ROCC implements broader
reach and distributes over 7,000
healthy meals to families at Parkview
Apartments, United Methodist
Church, Jerome's Catholic Church,
local schools and other locations in
District 3.
(Continued on page 4)
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OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES & COMMUNITY LEADERS

EYE MAXX OPTICAL

Patricia Parker, CKAR's Executive Director, was privileged to receive exceptional
optometry services on her
visit to Eye Maxx. Dr. Peterson and her staff went
out of the way to ensure
the services they provided
were of the highest quality. She is extending an invitation for you to consider
this business for your optometry needs.

D

r. Petersen is a native of Los Angeles,
California. She received a Doctorate
of Optometry Degree from the Southern
California College of Optometry in May,

Celebrating Our

COMMUNITY

LEADERS

S

haron Meakes, a
proud native of
Prince George's County, Maryland, and product of Prince George's
County Public Schools,
has spent her career
advocating for children
and families.

Mrs. Meakes graduated from Barry University with a Bachelor of Science
in Criminology and is currently pursuing
a Masters in Social Work at Walden University. In 2016, she began her journey as
a Community Resource Advocate at William Wirt Middle School with the Prince
George's County Department of Social
Services. For the past five years, she has
developed a strong relationship with her
school community and local organizations.
Mrs. Meakes approach is, "be who you
needed when you were younger" and
"you are the expert, let me know how I
can help you," which not only has helped
her advocate for her school community
but empower them as well. She currently
serves as the Community School Coordinator at William Wirt Middle School. As
a Community School Coordinator, Ms.
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1998. After working as an Optometrist
for Kaiser Permanente of Southern California for six years, She relocated to the
DC Metro area in 2004. She opened Eye
Maxx Optical in September, 2006 and
has been in private practice since.
r. Petersen has a
D
friendly
personality
and a knack for making
her patients feel comfortable. She conveys a
genuine sense of caring
while delivering quality
eye care and providing excellent service.

Eye Maxx Services
•
•
•
•
•

•
Meakes believes it is essential to know
the community you serve, which means
getting to know your families, participating in community-related meetings, listening, and being a voice for them!

•

Working at William Wirt Middle School
for the past six years under Principal
Rhonda Simley's leadership has been
such a rewarding experience because
together they have been able to provide
ongoing support and resources to their
school community. Despite the current
limitations due to COVID-19, her commitment does not go unnoticed. Throughout
the Summer, Mrs. Meakes has partnered
with Canteen Refreshment and Life After
Release Mutual Aid to provide William
Wirt Middle School families with food resources. She also collaborates with Parent
Engagement Assistant Mrs. Alonzo-Deleon to host monthly Parent Academy sessions to ensure families have the necessary tools to navigate distance learning.

•
•

Mrs. Meakes works closely with Principal Rhonda Simley to create innovative
enrichment opportunities and virtual
incentive for the William Wirt Middle
School students. Overall, her commitment to the community has remained a
core value in the work that she continues
to do at her school.
This year, William Wirt Middle School's
theme is "think bigger and go beyond,"
which aligns perfectly with Mrs. Meakes!

•

Comprehensive Eyeglass and Contact
Lens Examinations.
Cataract and glaucoma check included
in every exam.
Service for patient's ages 6 to 106
years old.
Wheelchair chair accessible exam
room.
Prescription and nonprescription eye
wear and contact lenses consisting of
a large variety of Designer Frames to
fit any personality.
We accept Cash, American Express,
Master Card, Visa, Discover.
Most Insurance Plans accepted
including: SP, Davis Vision, Superior
Vision, March Vision, Advantica,
Spectera, EyeMed, Coast to Coast and
many of the local unions. Check with
our staff to see if we participate with
your plan.
Our staff speaks Spanish.
EyeGlass: Guide will help you better
understand the many lens choices
available to you. This on-line tool
will guide you through a series of
questions about you, your lifestyle
and your specific eyewear needs.
At the end, you'll receive eyewear
suggestions specifically tailored to
meet your needs. EyeGlass Guide is
brought to you by Transitions.
Photochromic Demonstrations:
View an instant demonstration of
Transitions photochromic technology.
See how lenses darken and fade
back to clear to provide continual
visual comfort and protection.
Demonstrations brought to you by
Transitions.
Location and Contact Information
6603 Riverdale Rd
Riverdale, MD 20737
Phone: 301-918-0095
eyemaxxoptical.com
Mon
Tue
Wed
Fri
Sat

Office Hours
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
10:00 am - 6:00 pm
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

OTHER CKAR HAPPENINGS

Salute To Our Partners and Supporters

Thank you for helping us to be successful in 2020. We are grateful for the many ways you have helped us achieve our goals in 2019.
We could not have done it without your generous support. May God continue to bless us as we enter into another year filled with
hope, optimism, aspirations and a desire to achieve greater things to benefit families and local businesses in Greater Riverdale.

Better Lives

y

Better Communities

y

Better Businesses

Central Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization Community Development Corporation
6801 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 203
Riverdale Park, Maryland 20737
(240) 608-2527
info@ckarcdc.org
ckarcdc.org
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
Our next Coalition meeting will be on
Wednesday, January 27, 2021, from 6:00
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. EST.

Dear Community Members:
Thank you for participating in our Coalition meeting in December. That meeting reviewed last month's activity of
Strengths, Opportunities, and Challenges, and then we continued to move forward with our planning and strategy.
If you wish, click here to access the presentation slides used during that meeting. The organization chart has been
updated and includes the Schools and
Defense work groups. Click here to access the group activity session notes.
For those who could not be present at
the December meeting, they can easily
catch up by reviewing the slides and session notes of the group activity.
We need volunteers to serve on the
Steering Committee (Leadership)!!! The
first meeting of the Steering Committee
will be in January.
We are looking to recruit a DIVERSE
Steering Committee. We encourage all
community members to respond to this
request by completing the interest form.

In the meantime, please review and take
action on the following steps:
Review the presentation slides and session notes for the December group activity.
Click here to complete and share the interest form.
Click here to vote for the official name
for the Coalition
Share this email and invite others to participate.
Meeting details and community announcements are provided below. If you
have any ads you wish to share in future
communications, please send them to
RiverdaleCoalition@gmail.com.
Thank you!
Zoom Meeting ID: 846 4757 2829
Password: 20737
By phone dial: 301-715-8592
Send questions to email: RiverdaleCoalition@gmail.com

Utility Work on Riverdale Road
NEW: Beginnning on or about January 4, 2021, crews will perform
gas relocations along Kenilworth Avenue (MD 201), between River
Road (MD 431) and Riverdale Road (MD 410), during the month of
January, weather permitting. Work may take place from 7 a.m. to 5
p.m., during the week. Residents will be notified of expected service
interruptions by Washington Gas or their contractor. Temporary lane
closures will occur.
As work continues, we will strive to keep you informed of the progress of this project. For information on construction activities, schedules and other updates, please visit www.purplelinemd.com. For
immediate construction concerns, please email us at outreach@purplelinemd.com or call (443) 451-3706.
All activities are subject to change due to traffic, weather, or
emergency situations.
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CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESSES IN 2020

(Continued from page 1)

OCTOBER:
• Grant received from The Starbuck's
Foundation Neighborhood Grant
• Ninth-Grader's Bubble Tea Project
raises $200 for GRC/ROCC initiative
•

Participation in 2020 Census helps
county reach 70% response rate.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER:
• GRC/ROCC raises $4,330 from
Holiday Works-on-Paper Online Art
Fundraiser
• CKAR partners with Amerigroup
• GRC/ROCC GoFundMe campaign
raises over $65,000, making a total
of $171,600 from all donors and
supporters
• CKAR offering local businesses
Small Business Support consisting
of consultation, grants and loans
We are hopeful that 2021 will bring
more opportunities for CKAR. We
are committed to forming strategic
partnerships that will enable us to
further implement community and
economic development projects; and
as we continue to provide workforce
training, environmental sustainability,
business retention, and advocacy
for the benefit of Greater Riverdale
families and businesses.

ONGOING COAT DRIVE
AT AREA
LOCAL SCHOOLS
Please call each school to get
drop off days and times
Riverdale Elementary -- (301) 985-1850
Glenridge Elementary -- (301) 918-8740
Woodridge Elementary -- (301) 918-8585

