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Greater Riverdale Cares has a new 
partner: Route One Communities 
Care (ROCC). ROCC includes College 

Park, Hyattsville, and University Park. They 
will work with CKAR (fiscal agent) to expand 
the list of participating restaurants and to 
increase the number of nurturing meals 
available for families in need in Greater 
Riverdale and along the Route One/
Baltimore Avenue corridor. Stay tuned for 
updates on new participating restaurants 
and distribution plans.

Currently, we deliver 
500 meals weekly to 
distribution sites in 
Greater Riverdale.

Stipends from this fund are paid by CKAR 
treasurer, Thomas L. Wertz. Participating 
restaurants receive stipends that enable 
them to prepare healthy meals and keep 
their kitchens open. 

Greater Riverdale Cares was able to provide 
500 meals per week during the month of 
June and several weeks in July. This month 
mouth-watering meals came from Banana 
Blossom Bistro, Riviera Tapas, Dumm’s 
Pizza/2 Fifty Barbeque and Denizens 
Brewing Company.

the meal distribution sites.  You may go to 
our website and sign up to be a volunteer 
for this or other CKAR projects/programs. 
Or click on the following link:

https://ckarcdc.org/volunteer/

The partners of Greater Riverdale 
Cares are committed to help small local 
restaurants in our community to remain 
open.  Unfortunately, we must report 
that Geppetto’s Catering, Inc. has closed.  
Such a sad note, yet sobering, and due to 
the devastating effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

Therefore, we encourge you to reach out to 
your friends, residents and businesses that 
are able to donate to this effort.  Help us 
continue to support families and businesses 
that are negatively impacted at this time.

Greater Riverdale Cares 
Partners with 

Route One Communities Care

A menu item from Dumm’s Pizza/2Fifty BBQ

Banana Blossom Bistro prepared Viet-
namese Chicken & Steamed Jasmine Rice 
served w/crunchy cabbage salad (purple 
& green cabbage, red bell peppers, red & 
white onions, shredded carrots, mint and 
cilantro) with their house-made vinaigrette. 
For those searching for great vegetarian 
food, they prepared fried tofu & steamed 
jasmine rice served w/crunchy cabbage 
salad (purple & green cabbage, red bell 
peppers, red & white onions, shredded 
carrots, mint and cilantro) With their house-
made vinaigrette. 

Riviera Tapas prepared  red meat sauce 
over pasta accompanied by green beans. 
Riviera Tapas has transformed their patio 
with beautiful flowers and outside seating. 
Dumm’s Pizza/2 Fifty Barbeque prepared a 
picnic lunch with cole slaw, corn on the cob 
or potato salad. They reserve their barbeque 
offering to the weekends. Denizens Brewing 
Company prepared wraps today for hearty 
appetites. They have new patio umbrellas 
and outside seating at their Riverdale Park 
location.

The picture on the 
left shows the new 
patio at Riviera Tapas;  
and the picture in the 
first column shows 
volunteers at one of 
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1) GoFundME:
https://www.gofundme.
com/f/gofundmecomgreater-
riverdale-cares

2) Our office: CKAR CDC
C/O Thomas L. Wertz, Treasurer 
6801 Kenilworth Avenue, Suite 
203 Riverdale Park, MD 20737

3) Our website:
https://ckarcdc.org/volunteer/



Bronte and Imari are returning 
as full-time employees after they 
served as CCMA AmeriCorps VISTA 
volunters during 2019-2020. 

MEET OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS

Emily McGarey
CCMA AmeriCorps 
VISTA Volunteer

Anirudh Prabu
CCMA AmeriCorps 

Vista Volunteer

Imari Alvarez
Business

Development

Brontë Nevins
Affordable Housing

Anirudh is from Richmond, VA 
and recently graduated from 

Washington University in St. Louis with 
a BA in Biology. As a student, he was 
involved in undergraduate research 
in gastroenterology, advocating for 
measures to improve racial disparities 
in maternal health, and working as 
a medical scribe in an Emergency 
Department. In the future, he hopes 
to work in the intersection of clinical 
medicine and public health by focusing 
on uplifting underserved community 
voices to address health disparities. 
He is excited to join CKAR as a CCMA 
AmeriCorps VISTA focused on Affordable 
Housing  and work on revitalization 
efforts to make the surrounding 
community healthier.

Emily graduated from Virginia Tech in 
2020, where she earned her BA in 

National Security and Foreign Policy. Her 
degree was supported by minors in both 
Global Leadership and French,
as well as a Washington Semester. In 
addition, she has interned for multiple 
nonprofits around the DC area, 
concentrating on refugee resettlement 
in both reception & placement. She will 
focus on grant writing, capacity building 
and volunteer coordination at CKAR.

Imari Alvarez was born in Bronx, 
New York but raised in Baltimore 

Maryland. She graduated from Coppin 
State University with her Bachelor’s 
in Health Science. During her time 
here she developed a passion to help 
disenfranchised communities seek 
health equity. However, when she 
completed a community health class 
at the university, she developed an 
interest in a non-traditional approach 
to healthcare, through economics. This 
was reinforced through her workforce 
training coordinator position at CKAR. Her 
year of service to the Greater Riverdale 
community, including  community 
engagement and project implementation 
working with  Kaiser Permanente, was 
exciting. She eagerly wanted to stay 
at the site she served. Now Imari is a 
full-time employee at CKAR working 
as a Business Development Specialist. 
This will help CKAR to effect change on 
the commercial corridor.  This fall she 
will pursue a certification in Nonprofit 
Leadership and Management at UMD.
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Dayanara Padilla is Assistant Program Manager for Go Green Tree 
Program at CKAR.  She is finishing her last year of undergraduate 

work at the University of Maryland’s Landscape Architecture program. As 
a landscape architecture student, she is interested in community design 
and in examining both people and plant communities to see how they can 
benefit from design. Dayanara looks forward to using her creative problem 
solving skills to create functional and accessible outdoor spaces in the 
future. She enjoys painting but can also be found outside on hiking trails.

Dayanara Padilla
Assistant Program Manager

Brontë graduated from Johns Hopkins 
University in 2019, where she earned 

a BA in Public Health and a minor in 
Social Policy. She received Honors in 
Public Health for her independent 
thesis on housing instability and also 
participated in qualitative research 
evaluating different types of housing 
programs. As a student, she developed 
a passion for housing issues while 
performing casework and advocacy at 
the Red Cross and Harriet Lane Clinic 
and later interned at the Baltimore 
City Department of Planning and JHU 
Economic Development Office, where 
she performed analyses to enhance 
equity in community development. 
In her year as an Affordable Housing 
CCMA AmeriCorps VISTA at CKAR, Brontë 
worked on community engagement 
efforts for the Greater Riverdale Place-
Based Initiative. She is excited to step 
into her new role as a Development 
Specialist, where she will continue to 
plan and manage projects that are part 
of the Initiative.



OTHER CKAR HAPPENINGS

CKAR CDC’S MISSION

Promoting 
social,

economic
and environmental 

development of 
Greater Riverdale Maryland.

Transforming our
communities:  

Better Lives
*

Better Communities
*

Better Businesses

CKAR CDC is a non-profit organization; therefore, 
your donations are fully tax-deductible under current 
tax laws.  Your donations go towards the cafe’s 
renovation completion and are indeed needed.  
Make your donation now by clicking this link:

https://app.etapestry.com/onlineforms/
CentralKenilworthAvenueRevita/embeddonate.html

DONATE NOW!

Sarvis Cafe & Empowerment Center
Coming Soon!
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Welcome 
Alejandra Perez

2020 - 2021 Intern

Alejandra Perez is a recent Parkdale High 
graduate working with CKAR to do targeted 

outreach and engagement in the LatinX/Hispanic 
communities. She will work with residents  to 
develop a vision for their communities. She is 
committed to working for the people and is 
looking forward to her growth with CKAR. 

CKAR ANTICIPATES COMPLETION 
OF THE EDMONSTON ROAD 

RAIN GARDEN IN FALL 2020



The Office of Emergency Preparedness (OEM) 
and M-NCPPC have opened three cooling 

centers in Prince George’s County.  

Please note due to COVID, there is one 
in North, Central and South County.

 Northern Area: Adelphi Recreation Building 
- 8000 Block West Park Dr, Adelphi

Central Area: Ardmore Recreation Building 
- 9222 Ardwick Ardmore Rd, Springdale 

 
Southern Area: Birchwood City Recreation 

Building - 1331 Fenwood Ave, Oxon Hill 
 

All are open from 12 noon to 6 pm 
and are staffed by OEM.

 
Non-Emergency Questions or Concerns CALL 3-1-1

BLACK LIVES
MATTER
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The 2020 Census will determine congressional 
representation, inform hundreds of billions in 
federal funding every year, and provide data 
that will impact communities for the next 
decade.

My masks protects you and 
your masks protects me.

GREATER RIVERDALE NEWS

Three months progress report from District 3 Council-
woman, Dannielle M. Glaros’ office.

• 25 + Organizational Partners
• 200+ Volunteers
• 69,530 World Central Kitchen Meals Distributed
• $23,156 Donated by Neighbors
• $153,000 Grants Received
• 5 Locally-owned Restaurants Supported
• 4,500 Local Restaurant Meals Provided
• 2,000 Senior Meals Distributed
• 1,200 Seedlings Distributed
• 400 Game Packs Distributed
• 1,000+ Masks Delivered & in Production
• 547,100+ Pounds of Groceries and Fresh Produce 

Distributed
• 100 Face Shields 3D Printed
• 50+ Bottles of Terp Sanitizer Donated
• 10,000+ Families Supported 

The Board of Directors of the Central Kenilworth 
Avenue Revitalization, CDC stands up in solidarity 
against injustice. We are devastated by the senseless 
death of Mr. George Floyd, and many other victims 
of injustice who came before him. We hope the day 
will come soon when despicable actions like these 
are a thing of the past, and everyone can live with 
the weight of injustice lifted off their shoulders. We 
support the peaceful protests that help to bring 
change while we condemn violence of any kind.


